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EDUCATION, TRAINING AND THE ARTS

Total capital expenditure for the Education, Training and the Arts portfolio (including

related entities) for 2007-08 is $619.1 million.

Education and Training

A substantial capital works program of $562.8 million, incorporating both capital and

recurrent expenditure, will be undertaken in 2007-08. This comprises an Education

capital works program of $445.5 million (including an expense component of

$65.9 million) and $117.4 million dedicated to Training (including an expense

component of $20.6 million) of which $86.9 million is for the construction and

refurbishment of TAFE training facilities (see footnote 4 of table).

The planning for capital meets the Government's priorities and needs by considering

population growth, changes in education standards and delivery methods and

addressing high priority needs such as student and staff health and safety.

As part of its commitment to providing outstanding learning infrastructure, the

department will continue to improve and add to learning facilities through the Schools

Capital Works Program, the Queensland Skills Plan and renewal and regeneration

projects.

Program Highlights

Funding for the following projects incorporates both capital and recurrent

expenditure.

$188.9 million to construct two new schools at Northern Coomera and West

Pacific Pines, undertake staged work at 11 schools, make land acquisitions and

provide additional classrooms at existing schools in growth areas throughout the

State.

$78.2 million to replace and enhance facilities at existing schools, and to provide

additional and replacement toilet facilities.

$80.5 million for the Tomorrow's Schools program, including $31.1 million for

the Queensland Academy for Health Sciences on the Gold Coast.

$33.6 million to construct the Queensland Academy for Creative Industries.

$31.8 million to complete construction work for the Preparatory Year.

$12.4 million to acquire new employee accommodation and refurbish existing

housing stock.

$39.9 million for continuing the SkillsTech Australia major trade and technician

skills campuses at Acacia Ridge and Eagle Farm in Brisbane.
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$17.3 million will be used to continue detailed planning and construction of the

SkillsTech Australia major trade and technician skills institute campuses in

Townsville and Mackay.

$27.5 million is to be invested directly in information and communication

technology for vocational education and training.

Continuing investment in the establishment of the Southbank Education and

Training Precinct, a Public Private Partnership project at the South Brisbane

campus of the Southbank Institute of Technology.

Arts

Capital expenditure in 2007-08 will adapt the Auditorium at the Cultural Centre into a

creative ideas and technology centre for children and is the final phase in the

redevelopment of the centre.  The adaptation involves refurbishment of the building,

upgrading of finishes and services to modern standards and development of flexible

spaces to provide a special place for children to interact, learn and enjoy the Cultural

Centre.

Library Board of Queensland

The State Library of Queensland will continue to invest in collection assets for its

General Reference and Heritage Collections. With the completion of the Millennium

Library Project, investment in furniture and fittings as well as computer, audio-visual

and office equipment will complete the fit-out of the redeveloped building.

Queensland Art Gallery

The Gallery's $1.3 million property, plant and equipment expenditure program for

2007-08 principally comprises purchases of works of art and operational plant and

equipment for both the Queensland Art Gallery and the Gallery of Modern Art.

Queensland Museum

Planning and design has commenced on two major exhibitions at the Museum of

Tropical Queensland in Townsville, with both due for completion in 2007-08. The

majority of construction funds have been secured via corporate sponsorship and

fundraising, with Queensland Museum providing intellectual property and

collections.
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